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complete assurance on this point It was for
the sake of this assurance that he had come to
Paris. Immediately after the interview he
despatched the following telegram to the
Government in London:
"French's troops are now engaged in the
fighting line, where he will remain conforming
to the movements of the French Army, though
at the same time acting with caution to avoid
being in any way unsupported on his flanks/'
He sent a copy of this telegram to Sir John
and added: " Please consider it as an instruc-
tion/'
Sir John himself was satisfied that he had
got out of the interview all he wanted.
Sir John was disturbed at " the effect which
might have been produced on the French " by
Kitchener's assertion of authority, but he never
thought about the effect which might have
been produced on them by his own refusal to
comply with the wishes of Joffre and with the
imperative message of the French President.
Yet though he does not seem to have been
aware of it the interview had a decisive effect
on his own conduct. There were no more re-
fusals, and the British Army was present at the
battle of the Marne instead of being somewhere
south-west of Paris on the road to its base.